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REMARKS 

The Office Action mailed July 21, 2003, has been carefully considered. The present 
Response is intended to be a complete response thereto and to place the case in condition for 
allowance. Claims 1 1-25 are pending. Claim 26 has been added. Support for claim 26 is found 
in Figure 1, where the legs are substantially straight. 

Applicant gratefully acknowledges the courtesy of a personal interview on October 20, 
2003, in which Examiner Kramer and Minh-Quan K. Pham discussed several issues in respect to 
the pending application. During the interview, the Sergeant reference was discussed with regard 
to the claims. It was Examiner's interpretation that the "legs" of the present claims read on the 
combination of the sides 12 and 14 and the cords 16 and 18 of Sergeant's tool, and that the ends 
16B and 18B of Sergeant are in "reversible engagement." The Examiner is of the opinion that 
although the sides 12 and 14 make sharp bends 16A and 18A to form the cords 16 and 18, the 
combination of the sides 12 and 14 and the cords 16 and 18 are nevertheless considered "legs." 
The Examiner also suggested that a claim amendment to specify that the leg is formed without a 
sharp bend or something to that effect would overcome the Sergeant reference. No agreement 
was reached. 

THE CLAIMS ARE NOT OBVIOUS 

Claims 11-16 and 22-25 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C §103(a) as being obvious over 
Sergeant (U.S. Patent No. 4,387,610) in view of Kaufman (U.S. Patent No. 5,192,106). Claim 
22 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C §103(a) as being obvious over Seyfriedt (U.S. Patent No. 533, 
923) in view of Kaufman. Claim 23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C §103(a) as being obvious 
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over Seyfriedt in view of GB 2 035 187 (GB 4 187). Applicant respectfully traverses the 
rejections. 

To establish a prima facie case of obviousness, three basic criteria must be met. First, 
there must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the references themselves or in the 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the reference or to 
combine reference teachings. Second, there must be a reasonable expectation of success. Finally, 
the prior art reference (or references when combined) must teach or suggest all the claim 
limitations. See MPEP 2143. 

With regard to the rejection of claims 11-16 and 22-25 over Sergeant in view of 
Kaufman, the references, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose every element of the 
invention as claimed. Neither Sergeant nor Kaufman disclose a pair of tweezers 1) having legs 
with one ends that are capable of "reversible engagement" as required by claims 1 1 and 22; or 2) 
that are made of "light metal profile by extrusion and by separation of said profile approximately 
transversely to said direction of extrusion" as required by claim 11. 

Sergeant discloses a "force applying tool" which has no "legs" that can be brought into 
reversible engagement. The tool of Sergeant operates as a ram so that when manual pressure is 
exerted to the sides 12 and 14, the movable end or "jaw" 4 is forced into the fixed jaw 2. This 
tool has nothing in common with a pair of tweezers. Thus, contrary to the Examiner's assertion, 
Sergeant fails to disclose a pair of tweezers altogether. According to Webster's Third New 
International Dictionary, tweezers is define as "any of various small pincer-shaped tools for 
plucking, holding or manipulating (as for removing superfluous hairs or handling watch parts)." 
The page containing the definition is attached herewith for the Examiner's convenience. The 
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page also shows a drawing of a pair of tweezers which clearly do not resemble the tool of 
Sergeant. Sergeant does not disclose a pincer at all 

Moreover, the tool of Sergeant do not have leg ends that are "capable of reversible 
engagement". The unattached ends 16A and 18A of Sergeant do not come into engagement at 
all. When pressure is exerted on the sides 12 and 14, to close the jaw 4, the ends 16A and 18A 
do not come into engagement because the cords 16 and 18 hold the ends 16A and 18A apart. 
Thus, these end are not capable of "reversible engagement" as required by claims 1 1 and 22. 

Even as alleged by the Examiner where the sides 12 and 14 and the cords 16 and 18, 
together, form "legs," the ends 16B and 18B are not in reversible engagement. Theses ends are 
in permanent engagement by being permanently attached to the jaw 4. The parts of Sergeant's 
tool that actually come into reversible engagement are the cords connecting the ends 16B and 
18B to opposed ends 16A and 18 A. Those cord cannot be consider ends because they are not 
located at the termination of the legs. If one compares FIGS. 1 and 2 where the ends 16B and 
18B are in engagement in both figures and are never release from each other. Thus, these ends 
(16B and 18B) are in permanent engagement, not reversible engagement. 

As admitted by the Examiner, Sergeant fails to disclose that the tool is form of "light 
metal". As a matter of fact, Sergeant specifically disclose that the tool is "of unitary, molded or 
extruded, plastic construction, which eliminates assembly linkages and other separate parts" (see 
column 1, lines 28-30). Nevertheless, the Examiner avers that Kaufman teaches the use of "light 
metal" to make tweezers. The present invention, however, requires that the tweezers be formed 
of "light metal profile by extrusion and by separation of said profile approximately transversely 
to said direction of extrusion " (see claim 1 1). Although in column 3, lines 62-66, Kaufman 
discloses the spring steel and aluminum for making his tongs, the reference fails to disclose that 
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it is made " by extrusion and by separation of said profile approximately transversely to said 
direction of extrusion ". 

Further, there is no motivation to combine the references. First, the tools of Sergeant and 
of Kaufman are completely different and one of ordinary skill in the art would not have been 
motivated to combine the teachings of the references. Second, Sergeant requires that the tool be 
made out of "plastic . . . which eliminates assembly linkages and other separate parts" (see 
column 1, lines 28-30). Thus because Sergeant taught a specific advantage to using plastic, as 
opposed to other materials, constructing the tool of Sergeant from metal would have been 
contrary to the teaching of Sergeant. It is well known that a proposed modification cannot render 
the prior art unsatisfactory for its intended purpose. See MPEP 2143.01. 

Furthermore, in effect, Sergeant teaches that if his tool is made out of materials other than 
plastic, such as light metal, it would have required separate parts and assembly linkages. The 
present invention seeks to solve the problem articulated by Sergeant, i.e. making a pair of 
tweezers out of light metal without requiring separate parts and linkages. The present inventor 
recognizes that a pair tweezers can be made out of light metal without the disadvantages 
disclosed by Sergeant by practicing the present invention. Therefore, the present invention is 
unexpected result that has been discounted by Sergeant. 

With regard to the rejection of claim 22 over either Seyfriedt in view of Kaufman, the 
references, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose every element of the invention as 
claimed. In particular, neither Seyfriedt nor Kaufman discloses that the leg ends are "capable of 
being brought into reversible engagement with each other at their second ends by manual 
exertion of a closure pressure of at least about 150 g " as required by claim 22. Nevertheless, the 
Examiner alleges that such a closure pressure is obvious "in order for easy manual 
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manipulation." Applicant respectfully assert that the Examiner's allegation is baseless. First, the 
Examiner has not given a clear motivation for selecting a closure pressure of about 150 g and not 
more or less. If one of ordinary skill in the art is motivated to have a closure pressure for "easy 
manual manipulation" as alleged by the Examiner, he/she would have selected a very low 
pressure of 50 g or less and not 150 g. The Examiner appears to have misunderstood the 
significance of such closing pressures. It is very easy to make tweezers of any material and 
shape if a low closure pressure would suffice. If fact, light metal tweezers capable of replacing 
steel tweezers (which have closure pressure of above 100 grams) require such a relatively high 
closure pressure that, prior to the present invention, it is anything but obvious to achieve. The 
present invention provides tweezers made out of light metals that have the same closure pressure 
as those made of steel. Therefore, the present invention there is no motivation to modify the 
cited references to arrive at the present invention. 

With regard to the rejection of claim 23 over Seyfriedt in view of GB 4 187, the 
references, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose every element of the invention as 
claimed. Seyfriedt, as discussed above, fails to disclose a closing pressure of about 150 g. The 
Examiner relies on GB ' 187 to show "a pair of tweezers having a bulge or projection (16a and 
16b) extending inwardly form each leg so as to limit deformation of the tweezers upon manual 
compression thereof." However, because Seyfriedt is deficient in disclosing the closing pressure 
of about 1 50 g, this deficiency is not satisfy by GB ' 1 87. Accordingly, Seyfriedt in view of GB 
4 1 87 do not render claim 23 obvious. 

For the reasons cited, the Examiner fails to make a prima facie case of obviousness 
because the references, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose every element of the 
presently claimed invention and because there is no motivation to combine the references. 
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Therefore, the claims are not obvious under the meaning of 35 U.S.C § 103(a). Accordingly, the 
rejection should be withdrawn. 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Applicant gratefully acknowledges the Examiner's indication that claims 17-21 would be 
allowable if rewritten to include all the limitation of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

PROPER DRAWING HAS BEEN SUBMITTED 

Applicant gratefully acknowledges the approval of the substitute drawing filed June 19, 
2003. Because the substitute drawing has been filed and no correction is required, Applicant 
respectfully submits that the drawing as filed on June 19, 2003, should be entered, and no 
drawing is required to be filed herewith. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicant has responded to the Office action mailed March 19, 2003. A substitute 
Abstract is submitted herewith. All pending claims are now believed to be allowable and 
favorable action is respectfully requested. 

In the event that there are any questions relating to this Amendment or to the application 
in general, it would be appreciated if the examiner would telephone the undersigned attorney 
concerning such questions so that the prosecution of this application may be expedited. 

Please charge any shortage or credit any overpayment of fees to BLANK ROME LLP, 
Deposit Account No. 23-2185 (000364-00123). In the event that a petition for an extension of 
time is required to be submitted herewith and in the event that a separate petition does not 
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accompany this response, applicant hereby petitions under 37 C.F.R. 1.136(a) for an extension of 
time for as many months as are required to render this submission timely. 
Any fees due are authorized above. 



Date: October 21, 2003 




Registration No. 35,126 



BLANK ROME LLP 
Watergate 

600 New Hampshire Avenue 
Washington, DC 20037 
Telephone: 202-530-7400 
Facsimile: 202-463-6915 
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tntn ta.gllo.nl \-taTyon5\ n, usu cap 2d T [after 

Tagllont fl884 Ital. ballet dancer] : an ankle-length tutu 
ta'tut.ni \tu'tatnc\ n, pi tututnl or tututnis usu cap 1 : an 
Athapaskon people or group of peoples of the lower Rogue 
river valley and adjacent Pacific coast in Oregon 2 : a mem- 
ber of the Tututni people or group of peoples 
tntwork \XA n l*tut + work} dial Eng : piecework; 
specif : excavation in Cornwall paid for by measure or by 
veight 



ttt*vin*f »an \tU'vinean\ n -s cap [ Tuva, autonomous region in 

U. S. S. R, + E -inlan (as in Abyssinian)] x tannu-tuvan 
tU-Whit tU-WhOO \tU'(h)wiMU'(h)wU\ n [imit.] ; the cry of 




an owl 

tux \'Uks\ n -es [by shortening] : tuxedo 

tux- e- do \,tak'se(,)do, -eda\ n -es [fr. Tuxedo Park, resort 
near Tuxedo Lake. N. Y.] la also tuxedo Jacket : a single* 
breasted or double-breasted jacket usu. black or midnight 
blue made with notched silk lapels b : semiformal evening 
dress for men — compare eveninq dress b(2) 2 also tuxedo 
coat : a woman's unbelted straight-hanging coat characterized 
by a single band forming checollar and the wide full-length lapels 

tuxego sola n : an upholstered sofa with slightly curved arms 
that are the same height as the 
back 

tu.yere\tu We (a)r, twe'-, 'twi (9) r\ 

n «s [F tuyere, fr. MF tuyere, fr. 

tuyau pipe, fr. OF fuel, tuyau — 

more, at tew el] : a nozzle 

through which an air blast is 

delivered to a forge or blast tuxedo sofa 

furnace; also X a port or vent 

between tiered grate sections of a boiler furnace 
tuyere box n : an air belt or air chamber from which air is 

supplied to the tuyeres in a Bessemer converter 
tuyere notch also tuyere arch n : an opening in the wall of a 

furtiace hearth or crucible for a tuyere 
tUZ*la \HUzla\ n -s usu cap {Turk, fr. Lake Tuz, Turkey] : a 

central Anatolian rug very similar to a Konia 
tUZ*zy-muz.zy Ytaze'mazeA also tUS-Sie-mus-sie Vtsse- 

*masc\ n, pi tuzzy-muzzies also tussle-muss ies [ME 

tusmose, tussemose] archaic X a garland of flowers : noseoay 
TV*\( f )te;ve sometimes *te.ve or -vi\ abbr or n -S television 
TV abbr terminal velocity 
TVI abbr television interference 
tw abbr 1 cap Twaddell (hydrometer) 2 twisted 
itwa \*twa, f tw6\ or twae \*twa, 'twe\ Scot var of two 
*twa \'twa\ n, pi twa or twas usu cap 1 : any of several diverse 

peoples of central and southern Africa 2 : a member of one 

of the Twa peoples 
twad>deU \ptwa;del also Otwojdel or ^.d'l\ adj, usu cap 

t Twaddell (hydrometer) ] : according to the reading of a Twad- 
dell hydrometer (degrees ~> 

twaddell hydrometer n, usu cap T [after William Twaddell 
fl840? Scot, inventor] : a hydrometer for liquids heavier 
than water graduated with an arbitrary scale to give specific 
gravity when a reading is multiplied by 0.005 and added to 
unity 

ttwad'dle Vtwad'l also -w6d-\ n -s [prob. alter, of *t wattle] 
1 : empty silly talk : idle chatter : oabble <~ about the poet's 
amorous intrigues — Times Lit. Supp.) (that reasoning was 
unadulterated ~ — F.D.Roosevelt) 2 : twaddler 

nwaddle V\ vb twaddled; twaddled; twaddling \-d(*)lio\ 
twaddles [prob. alter, of Uwattle] X prate, babble 

twad*dler \-d(*)la(r)\ n -s : one that writes or talks twaddle 

twaddling ad} 1 : empty, trivial 2 : given to talking twaddle 
(boot out that ~ doctor — Marcia Davenport) 

twad*dly \-dp)le, -li\ adj X talking twaddle : composed of 
twaddle 

Uwaln \*twan\ adj [ME tweyen, twein, twain, adj. & pron., fr. 
OE twggen, nom. & accus. masc. — more at two] archaic X two 
(Nature's *■** circumscriptions of man's station — H.B.Alexan- 
der) 

*twaiU \"\ pron [ME tweyen, twein, twain] X two (mark ~> 

'twain \"\ n -s [ME tweyen, twein, twain, fr. tweyen, twein. 
t wain, adj. & pron.] 1 : two 2 : couple, pair (the doings or 
this talented ~ — Osbert Sitwell) — in twain adv X in halves 
: into two parts : apart, asunder (one mountain at the base 
of which we passed was literally split in twain —Francis 
Kingdon-Ward) 

« twain \**\ vb -ED/-INO/-S [ME twaynen, fr. tweyen, twein, 
twain, adj.] : divide, part, sunder 

twain cloud n : cumulostratus 

twaite Vtwat\ or twaite shad also thwaite or thwaite shad 
Vt(h)wat-\ n -s [origin unknown] : a European shad (Alosa 
Jinta) 

twal or twatl \'twal\ Scot var oj twelve 

twa-na YtwHm>\ n, pi twana or twanas usu cap 1 a : a 
Satishan people of the Hood canal region in Washington 
b : a member of such people 2 : a language of the Twana 
people 

1 twang Vtwarj, -airj\ n -s limit.] 1 : a harsh quick ringing 
sound like that of a plucked bowstring (could hear the ~ and 
slam of a screen door —Laurence Critchell) 2 a : nasal speech 
or resonance — called also nasal twang (the ~ of the back- 
woods journalist —Ben Crisler) to : the characteristic speech 
of a region, locality, or group of people (a cockney ~> (the 
~ of native speech — Hersteinn Palsson) ' * * 



(a good clean 
ticking or twitch- 



American'^'— D.C.Peattie) 3 a : an act of plucl 

ing ; a sharp picking or pulling D : pang, twinge (feel ~s 
of conscience — R.L.Neuberger> 

2 twang \"\ vb -ed/-ing/-s vl 1 a : to give forth the quick harsh 
ringing sound of or as if of the plucked string of a bow or a 
musical instrument (the bow <*->ed and the arrow shot across 
— T.B.Costain) (the fence gate ~ed— Elizabeth Bowen) b : to 
produce a twanging sound by or as if by plucking a stringed 
musical instrument (~ed away at his guitar) 2 : to speak or 
sound with a nasal intonation (the voices of the card players 
came ~ing up the stairwell — Jean Stafford) 3 : to vibrate, 
throb, or twitch with or as if with pain or tension (a blistered 
heel, a ~ing tendon — D.R.Brower) (their eyeballs danced and 
their muscles ~ed — English Digest) ~ vt 1 a : to cause to 
sound with a twang : pluck the strings of (encouraged them to 
~ lutes, scrape fiddles and burst into humorous song —John 



Blofeld) b ; to play (music) by plucking a stringed instrument 
; pick or beat out (a tune) (banjo players ~«f music for a 
breakdown —Amer. Guide Series: Fla.) 2 : to utter or pro- 
nounce with a nasal twang (the high timbre with which he ~ed 
out his cynicisms — Josephine Pinckney> 3 a : to pluck the 
string of (a bow) (~ed his bow) b : to discharge (an arrow) 
from a bow (~ed off an arrow that missed the deer) 
Hwang \ M \ n -s [alter, (influenced by *twang) of tang] 1 : a 
persisting flavor, taste, or odor : taint, tano (butter left 
uncovered in a refrigerator readily takes on a ~ from other 
foods) 2 : note, suggestion, trace (likes a sporty ~ about 
his apparel — advt) 
twang*i*ness Vtwarjenis, -airj-, -rjinds\ n -es : the quality or 
state of being twangy : the resonance of a plucked string or of 
nasal intonation 

itwan.gle Vtwarjgal, -ain-\ vb twangled; twangled; twan- 
gling Yg(a)lio\ twangles tfreq. of Uwang] : twano (held 
the strands on either side so that the snapped ends could not 
~-as they broke loose — John Brophy> 

*twangle \ M \ n -s : a twanging sound (the spinet player . . . 

was playing ~s on his keyboard — Christopher Money) 
twangy Vge, -gi\ adj -er/-est 1 : having the resonance of a 

plucked string (heard the parlor clock strike twelve with its 



... tch.el \'twachal\ n -s [ME wgehwacche earthworm + -e/ 
— more at angletwitch] : an earthworm used as bait by a 
fisherman 

itwat«tie VtwHt'l\ vl -ed/-ino/-s [perh. alter, of Uattle} dial 
Eng : to talk idly : chatter, prate, twaddle 

itwattle \"\ n -s dial ; the act of prating : idle talk : twaddle 

t wave \'te,wav\ n, usu cap T l the deflection of the electro- 
cardiogram produced during the retreat of the excitation wave 
from the ventricle — compare p wave, qrs complex 

tway Vtw5\ dial Brit var oj two 

tway .blade Ytwa.bladX n : any of several orchids having a pair 
of leaves; esp I a plant of either of two genera (Ltstera and 
Liparis) 

tweag \'tweg\ dial var oj tweak 

itweafc VtwekV vb -edAinoAs [alter, of earlier twlck, fr. ME 
twikken, fr. OE twlcctan to pluck, catch hold of — more at 
twitch] vt 1 : to pinch and pull with a sudden jerk and twist 
: jerk, jog, snatch, twitch (elevated the gun barrel . . . and 
~ed the lanyard — Arthur Mayse) (~e<f his memory —Olive 
H. Prouty) (figures long standard . . . are ~ed across a minus- 
cule stage —H.M.Robinson) (~ed the bulbous end of his 
nose — Francis King) 2 : to pull the nose of : pull by the nose 
(political techniques of ~tng babies and shaking hands — 
Springjield (Mass.) Union} ~ vi l twitch (he sat . . . ~lnp 
feebly and blinking his eyes —Richard Church) (has been 
~ing at my conscience ever since — K.I.Brown) 

Uweak \"\ « -s 1 : an act of tweaking : a sharp pinch or jerk 
: twist, twitch (a ~ of the nose) 2 : agitation, distress 

tweaKy Ytweke, «ki\ adj -er/-est 1 : thin, nervous, twitchy 
2 : acid, biting sharp 

twee \'twe\ n -s [imit.] : a thin or shrill piping note (as of a 
horn or small bird) 

tweed Vtw£d\ n -S [alter, (influenced by Tweed river, Scotland) 
of Uweel] lata woolen coating and suiting fabric of Scottish 
origin having a rough appearance and made usu. in twill 
weaves b : an imitation of this fabric 2 tweeds pi : tweed 
clothing : a tweed suit (the man in the gray ~s — P.B.Kyne) 

tweed -dale Vtwed,dal\ adj, usu cap [fr. Tweeddale (Peebles- 
shire) County, Scotland] : Peeblesshire 

tweed. ed \'twed3d\ adj i wearing tweeds : clothed in tweeds 
(a sprucely ~ man in his fifties — New Yorker} 

tweed. Lness Ytwedends, -din-\ n -es : the quality or state of 
being tweedy : a homely, informal, or outdoor look or charac- 
ter seen in one wearing tweeds 

1 twee. die \'twed»l\ rt> tweedled; tweedled: tweedling 
\-d(»)lip\ tweedles [prob. of imit. origin] vl I : to sing or 
whistle in modulation : pipe, chirp 2 : to play negligently on 
a musical instrument ~ vt : to cajole or entice by music 

atweedle \**\ n -s : a sound of tweedling (the squeal and the 
blare, and the ~ of bagpipes — W.C. Williams) 

*tweedle \**\ dial var oj twiddle 

twee- die. dum and twee.dle.dee \ f twed»rd3man,twed*l'de\ n, 
usu cap both Ts Vtweedle + dum (imit. of a low musical note) 
& dee (imit. of a high musical note)] : two objects, persons, or 
groups differing superficially or insignificantly : a practically 
indistinguishable pair 

tweedy Ytwede, -di\ adj, usu -erAest 1 : of tweed : resembling 
or suggesting tweed in texture, color, or appearance {~ attire) 
2a: given to or fond of wearing tweeds : dressed in tweeds 
b : homely, informal, or outdoorsy in taste, inclination, or 

. habits 

tweeg \*twcg\ n -s [Delaware twi'kw] : hellbender la 
Hweel Ytwfl, esp bejore pause or consonant -eal\ Scot var oj 

TWILL 

2tweel \**\ n -s [F tuile, tit., tile, alter, of OF teule, tlule, fr. L 
tegula — more at thatch] : the closure of a glass furnace: 
a : a clay covering for the furnace mouth b : a counter- 
weighted furnace door 

tween Ytwen\ prep [ME twene, short for betwene — more at 
between] : between 

t ween-bra In \ ,* \ n : dienceph alon 

tween-deck \'*;««\ adj : located or carried between decks 

tween deck n : any deck of a ship but the upper or the lowest 

tweeny or tween. le Ytwene, -ni\ n, pi tweenies itween + -y, 
~ie] i betweenmaid 

tweer var oj twire 

ttweet \*twet, usu -ed-+V\ n -s [imit.] 1 : a chirping note 
(the sharp ~* of the referee's whistle — Nathaniel Benchley) 
2 : a high note emitted by sound-reproducing equipment — 
contrasted with wooj 

Mweet \ M \ YO -edAinoAs : chirp (songbirds are ~ing 
—Richard Bissell) 

tweet-er \'twed.»(r), -et»-\ n -s : a small loudspeaker respon- 
sive only to the higher acoustic frequencies and reproducing 
sounds of high pitch — compare woofer 

twee.tle \'twed- 9 l, -et'l\ vb tweetled; tweetled; tweetllng 
\-d.°lip, -t(»)lirj\ twee ties [by alter.] : tweedle (the flutes 
tweet ling high — Mary Deasy) 

ttweeze or tweese \ l twez\ n -s [short for etweese, fr. pi. of 
etwee, fr. F itul, fr. OF estui container, fr. estuier to Keep, 
preserve, retain, perh. fr. (assumed) VL studiare to take care 
of, fr. L studium zeal, application, study — more at study] obs 
: a case of small instruments (as of a surgeon or barber) : etui 

itweeze \'twez\ W -edAingAs (back-formation fr. tweezers] 
: to extract, pluck, or remove with tweezers (~s the hairs out 
of his ears — Newsweek} (tweezed out the little triangular 
stitches of black thread — Robert Hazel) 

itweez»er \-za(r)\ n -s lUweeze + -er] 1 obs i tweezb 

2 : TWEEZERS 

^tweezer \"\ vb -edAinoAs [back-formation fr. tweezers] vt 
: to draw, place, or hold with or as if with tweezers (coaxing 
smoke from a cigarette stub which ... he had ~ed between 
two pieces of wire — A.M.Robinson) ~ vi : to use tweezers 

'tweezer \"\ n -s [origin unknown] dial : American mer- 
ganser ' 

tweez.ers \-s(r)z\ n pi but sometimes sing in constrVtweeze + 
-er 4- tj] 1 : any of various small 
pincer-snaped tools used for 
plucking, holding, or manipulat- 
ing (as for removing superfluous 
hair or handling watch parts) tweezers 
2 obs : etui, tweeze 

ttwelfth \'twel|f(t)th. |ft, -eu|, rapid or substand |th; the sound 
transcribed f may be bilabial instead oj labiodental — the voice- 
less cognate oj b\ adj [ME tweljte, tweljthe. adj. & n., fr. OE, 
fr. OE twelfta (akin to OHG zwelijto twelfth, ON toljti), fr. 
twelf twelve 4- -ta (fr. -otha, -tha -th) — more at twelve] 
1 : being number 1 2 in a countable series (the ~ day) — see 
number table 2 : being one of 12 equal parts into which 
something is divisible (a ~ share of the money) 

^twelfth \"\ n, pi twelfths \|f(t)ths. |f(t)s\ [ME tweljte, 
tweljthe] 1 : number 12 in a countable series (the ~ of the 
month) 2 : the quotient of a unit divided by 12 : one of 12 
equal parts of something (one ~ of the total) 3 usu cap a [ME 
twelthe, short for tweljte day, twelthe day] I epiphany b [by 
shortening] : twelpthtidb 4 a : a musical interval compris- 
ing an octave and a fifth b : a note or tone at this interval 
C : an organ. stop that produces tones at this interval above the 
pitch indicated by the notation 

twelfth-cake V*,A also twelfth-night cake \X*-\ n, some- 
times cap T: a cake made for a Twelfth Night celebration that 
contains a bean or. a coin for determining the ruler of the feast 

twelfth cranial nerve or twelfth nerve n : hypoglossal 

NERVE 

twelfth day n, usu cap rjME tweljte day] : epiphany 
twellth night n, usu cap TAN [ME tweljte night, fr. OE tweljte 
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tw nty-four 



peTSons or things not specified but under consideration and 
being enumerated (~ are here) (~ were found) 
^twelve Y'\ n -s [ME twelf, Jwelve, fr. twelj, twelve, adj. & 

f>ron.] 1 : 10 and two : twice six : six times two : three times 
our 2 a : 1 2 units or objects (a total of ~) b : a group or set 
of 12 (arranged by ~s) 3 : the numerable quantity sym- 
bolized by the arabic numerals 12 4:12 o'clock — compare 
bell table, time illustration 6 : the 12th in a set or series; 
esp : an article of clothing of the 12th size (wears ~s} 
6 twelves pi 1 twelvemo 

itwelve*lold \'*|fold\ adj Vtwelve + -jold] 1 : having 12 
parts or aspects 2 : being 12 times as large, as great, or as 
many as some understood size, degree, or amount (a ~ 
increase) 

2 twelvefold \ M \ adv : to 12 times as much or as many : by 12 



times (increased ~) , 
twelve hours n pi 1 Scot a 



noon lunch 

twelve-men's morris 

counters 

twelve-mile limit \X*A n : a 
limit of the marginal sea of 
12 miles included in the ter- 
ritorial waters of a state 

twelve, mo \'»,mo\ n -s 
[* twelve + -mo (as in duo' 
declmo)] 1 the size of a piece 
of paper cut 12 from a sheet; 
also : paper or a page of this 
size — called also duodecimo; 
abbr. 12 mo; symbol 12°; see 
book tables 

twelvemonth \XA n [ME 

twelj moneth, fr. twelj twelve 
+ moneth month] : year 
(kept out of the police courts 
or a whole ~ —Punch} 



noon to midnight 2 Scot : a 



V«V-\ n : morris played with 12 




twelve-men's morris board 



twelve-note \X*\ adj j twelve-tone 
twelve. pen.ny V*p3ni or -ne" or -,pen- Brit *»pani\ adj : sold 
for, worth, or costing a shilling 

twelv»er \-va(r)\ n -s usu cap : a member of a major Shi'ite 
sect which acknowledges 12 imams and holds that the 12th 
will reappear as the Mahdi before the Last Day and of which 
the tenets and organization have been the state religion of 
Persia since the 16th century — called also imaml; compare 

SEVENER 

twelve-spotted asparagus beetle \X**A « : a European 
asparagus beetle (Crioceris duodecimpunctata) that is natural- 
ized in eastern No. America 

twelve-tone \XA adj : of or relating to music based on the 12 
chromatic tones of the octave used in any chosen order without 
regard for the major-minor system (twelve-tone technique of 
composition) 

twelve-tone row n : the 12 chromatic tones of the octave 
placed in a chosen fixed order and constituting with some 
permitted permutations and derivations the melodic and 
harmonic material of a movement or work — called also tone* 
row 

twelve-wired bird of paradise \X*A : a bird of paradise 
(Seleucides ignotus) 

itwen_.tl.eth Ytwenteith, -ntidth, in rapid speech sometimes 
-wane- or -ni-\ adj [ME / went i the, fr. OE twentigotha, fr. 
twentig twenty + -or/ia -th] 1 : being number 20 in a count- 
able series (the ~ day) — see number table 2 : being one of 
20 equal parts into which something is divisible (a ~ share 
of the money)- 

2 twentieth v\ n -s 1 : number 20 in a countable series (the ~ 
of the month) 2 : the quotient of a unit divided by 20 : one of 
20 equal parts of something (one ~ of the total) 

twentieth-century cut \;***;***-\ « : a gem cut with 80 or 88 

facets with the table replaced by a low pyramidal range of 
facets carried to a central point — compare brilliant 
ttwen»ty Ytwente, -nti, in rapid speech sometimes -wane or -ni\ 
adj [ME, fr. OE twintig, twentig, n„ group of 20, fr. twin-, 
twen- (akin to OE twegen, twa, tU two) + 'tig group of 10 — 
more at two, eighty] : being one more than 19 in number (~ 
years) — see number table 

atwenty V'\ pron, pi in constr [ME, fr. twenty, adj.] : 20 
countable persons or things not specified but under considera- 
tion and being enumerated (~ are here) (~ were found) 

^twenty V'\ n -es [ME, fr. twenty, pron.] 1 : two tens: twice 
10:10 times two : four times five 2 a : 20 units or objects (a 
total of ~) b : a group or set of 20 (arranged by twenties} 
3 : the numerable quantity symbolized by the arable numerals 
20 4 twenties pi a : the numbers 20 to 29 inclusive (a score 
in the twenties} (low grades in the twenties} to : the members 
of a series or set of successive numbers that end in 20 to 29 
inclusive (the twenties of the preceding century) (lives in the 
twenties in the next block) c : the portion of a continuum 
lying between 20 and 30 on a scale of measurement or seg- 
mentation (temperatures in the twenties tomorrow) (a man in 
his twenties) (dresses selling in the twenties) (in the latitude of 
the twenties) 5 : the 20th in a set or series; esp : an article of 
clothing of the 20th size Swears a ~) 6 a ; a twenty-pound 
note to : a twenty-dollar bill 

itwenty-eight \J**1*\ adj : being one more than 27 in number 
{twenty-eight years) — see number table 

atwenty-eight \ M \ pron, pi in constr : 28 countable persons or 
things not specified but under consideration and being 
enumerated (twenty-eight are here) (twenty-eight were found) 

3twenty-eight Y'\ n 1 : eight and 20 : four times seven 
2 a : 28 units or objects (a total of twenty-eight) to : a group 
or set of 28 3 : the numerable quantity symbolized by the 
arabic numerals 28 4 : the 28th in a set or series; esp : an 
article of clothing of the 28th size (wears a twenty-eight) 

^twenty-eight \ \ n : a West Australian yellow-collared 

fmrakeet (Platycercus zonarius semltorquatus) 
wenty-eighth \;**!*\ adj 1 : being number 28 in a count- 
able series (the twenty-eighth day) — see number table 
2 : being one of 28 equal parts into which something is divisi- 
ble (a twenty-eighth share of the money) 
nwenty-eighth \"\ n 1 : number 28 in a countable series 
(the twenty -eiahth of the month) 2 : the quotient of a unit 
divided by 28 : one of 28 equal parts of something (one 
twenty-eighth of the total) 

1 twenty-fifth \J*»:»\ adj 1 : being number 25 in a countable 



1 something is divisible (a twenty* 
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series (the twenty- jijth day) — see number table 2 : being one 
of 25 equal parts into which s( 
jijth share of the money) 
^twenty-filth \"\ n 1 : number 25 in a countable series (the 
twenty-Jijth day of the month) 2 : the Quotient of a unit 
divided by 25 : one of 25 equal parts 01 something (one 
twenty-jijth of the total) 

Uwenty-first \\**\*\ adj 1 : being number 21 in a countable 
series (the twenty-first day) — see number table 2 : being 
one of 21 equal parts into which something is divisible (a 
twenty-first share of the money) 

^twenty-first \"\ n 1 : number 21 in a countable series (the 
twenty-first of the month) 2 : the quotient of a unit divided 
by 21 : one of 21 equal parts of something (one twenty-first 
of the total) 

twenty-first. er \,#*'*a(r)\ n -s [twenty-first + -er] : the cele- 
bration of a 21st birthday 

Hwenty-five \J*»!*\ adj X being one more than 24 in number 
(twenty-jive years) — see number table 
atwenty-five V*\ pron, pi In constr : 25 countable persons or 
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